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In the late 1930s, colonial Hanoi’s mayor attempted to implement an urban development project involving a 

French catholic graveyard and a Vietnamese pagoda. In the early 2000s, socialist Hanoi’s People’s Committee 

attempted several urban development projects in high-profile locations around Hoan Kiem Lake and            

Reunification Park. All met with some degree of protest, but only some of this protest was successful.            

In this paper, part of a larger project on the history of public space in Hanoi, I consider the context of these 

protests and the reasons why contemporary popular protests against development in the city have on the whole 

been less successful than the colonial-era protest. 
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